
50 Point Gutter Inspection Checklist 

Before the Checklist Begins it is helpful to know some basic  
Rain Gutter Facts:  
  
1.   The most common residential gutters come in 5” and 6” widths but it is NOT the width 
of the gutter that is the most critical component of a gutters ability to capture water without 
overflowing, it is the SIZE of the downspout opening or the amount of downspouts used with 
the gutter. 
  
1(a) A 5” rain gutter with a 3” x 5” downspout opening can handle more water than a 6” 
gutter with a 2”x 3” downspout opening.  Larger downspout openings help water drain more 
quickly from a rain gutter. 
   
1(b) A 5” rain gutter with 2 downspouts can handle more water, without overflowing, than 
a 6” rain gutter with 1 downspout. (This can be a great money saving tip, it isn’t always 
necessary to have your 5” gutters removed and replaced with 6” gutters, sometimes just adding 
an extra downspout can alleviate gutter overflow). 
 
2.  5” rain gutter downspout opening inserts come in round or rectangular shapes.  The 
rectangular shaped inserts are larger and allow your downspout to drain your gutter more 
quickly. 
 
3.  A 5” gutter should have, at the minimum, one 2”x 3” downspout for every 20 feet of gutter 
length on your home.  This combination of 5” gutter and 2 “x3” downspout will allow your 
gutter to handle about 6” of rainfall per hour without overflowing. 
 
4. If the “one downspout for every 20 feet of gutter” ratio is followed, then one linear foot of  5” 
gutter can handle the amount of water that gathers over 32 square feet of roof area if rainfall is about 
6” per hour (heavy rain).   
 
5.  A rain gutter works best if it angles downward about ¼” for every 10 feet of gutter length:  A gutter 
that is 10 feet long should be at least ¼” lower on the downspout end than it is at the beginning of the 
gutter run. 
 
6.  A pitched subroof should extend about 1” past your fascia board and shingles should extend about 1” 
past the subroof.  OR, if you measure the horizontal distance from the fascia board to the end of your 
roof shingles it should be approximately 1 ¾”.  If the distance is shorter water may splash out of your 
gutter and drip down behind them.  If the distance is much longer, it is more likely that water will shoot 
right past your gutter in heavy rain falls. 

  

   
 



THE GUTTER INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
Structural Considerations 

 
1.     Do the gutters extend at least ½ inch beyond the shingles at the end of every gutter run?  

They should to ensure that all the water coming off of your roof makes it into the gutter. 

 
2.     If your gutter is more than 20 feet long, does it have more than one downspout attached 
to it?  Your gutters need at least one downspout for every 20 feet of gutter length. 
 
3.     PLUMBER’S TEST FOR A RAINGUTTER©:  Cover your downspout opening and fill your rain 
gutter with water until it overflows.  The overflow should occur at the downspout end.  If 
overflow occurs anywhere else, that is an indication the gutter was dipped too low at that spot 
when installation occurred.  This is easy to do and hard to catch by eyesight alone when long 
lengths of gutter are being installed, even when using levels to install. 
 
4.     Are there vertical water or dirt stripes coming down your fascia board behind your gutter?  
This is a sign that your gutters are either beginning to pull away from the fascia board or that 
your shingle or other roof covering is not extended FAR enough out over the gutter. (See Gutter 
Fact #6). 
 
5.     How far apart are the gutter spikes or hidden hangers placed?  They should be spaced no 
more than 2 feet apart. 
 
6.     Looking at your gutter from the side, does it seem to bow in and out?  If so, this means the 
gutter may be mounted on a wavy fascia board or that it has been deformed by ice expansion 
coupled with too few gutter hangers. 
 
7.     Do you see pools of water remaining in your gutter long after the rain has stopped? When 
gutters bow in and out it can cause the bottom of the gutter to also undulate or wave, this is 
referred to as “oil canning”, and can water to pool and remain inside your gutter never really 
draining at all.  Besides providing a mosquito breeding pool, water mixed with shingle and 
organic acids will eat away at your gutter if allowed to remain pooled inside. 
 
8.     Does your gutter look like a rollercoaster going from high, to low, to high again? This can 
also cause water pooling inside your gutter.  Roller coaster gutters should be re-hung so that is 
a constant gradual decline from highest point to the lowest point (at the downspout). 
 
9.     Does the front top lip of your gutter dip down and forward at a certain spot?  This indicates 
that hangers are spaced too far apart or that spikes have worked loose from the fascia board.  
These forward dipping spots are where water overflows often occur spilling water into your 
yard. 
 



10.     Are there any worn or dead spots in the grass or splashed out areas in your landscape 
that indicate a mini waterfall may be occurring at that section of your gutter?  Your gutters may 
need to be re-hung and/or re-pitched.  (See Gutter Fact  #8). 
 
11.     Does an end of your gutter butt flush against a wall of your home or chimney?  If that 
section of gutter is more than 10 feet long it should maintain a ½” air space between the wall or 
chimney and the gutter end cap.  This will require that a water diverter be installed above this 
area to channel water into the gutter and not allow it to fall off the roof into the ½” open air 
space. 
 
12.     If your gutter has a downspout at each end, is it’s highest point in the middle?, it should 
be, and does it angle downward from the middle continually dropping lower as it approaches 
the downspouts on each end?  Looking at how much fascia board is exposed will help you 
decide.  There should be more fascia board showing above your gutter at the downspout end. 
 
13.     If your gutter butts flush against a wall of your home, flashing should be used that 
extends at least 1½” up the wall and then down into the gutter to prevent water splash from 
going behind the end cap and dripping down the wall causing striping. 
 
14.     Are there water marks or stripes on the bottom of your gutter?  This may indicate that 
water is overflowing over the front or back of your gutter and that your gutter may require 
another downspout or need to be re hung with proper pitch, solid fascia contact, and using the 
minimum number of hangers (one every 2 feet is preferable, spacing should never exceed one 
gutter hanger every 32”). 
 
15.     Does your gutter have inside corners?  In almost every case a valley controller will be 
needed to prevent water overshooting the gutter at the inside corner. 
 
16.     Are your gutter plastic?  Keep in mind that plastic will not last as long as metal and has a 
much greater expansion/contraction ratio:  Plastic gutters may extend outward past your 
shingles at the gable end of your home much more in the summer than in the winter. 
 
17.     Do your gutters show any signs of wear such as pitting or paint oxidation? (paint that has 
become chalky and wipes off if you touch it).  This is a sign that sections of your gutter could 
break through at any moment.   
 
18.    Has your gutter been installed with spikes?  It is recommended that hidden hangers be 
installed next to each spike to strengthen the gutter.  Spikes are much more likely to work loose 
from the fascia board than is a hidden hanger. 
 
19.     Is the fascia board your gutter attached to in good shape or has it begun to deteriorate? Is 
it “spongy” or decayed?  Even though your gutter may be in good shape, it’s dangerous to have 
it attached to a decayed fascia board as it may pull loose and drop at any time. 
  



20.     Are there leaks at the gutter’s end caps or downspout openings?  These can usually be 
easily remedied with a new application of gutter sealant. 
 
21.     Do your gutters hang too low beneath your shingles?  If there is more than a 2 inch air 
space between the edge of your shingles and the top of your gutter, water is more likely to miss 
your gutter completely in heavy rainfall and more likely to create greater splash back onto your 
fascia board. 
 
22.     If you have welded metal gutters or sectioned metal or plastic gutters, check these spots 
for water stains. 
 
23.     During Spring and Fall, observe if any leaves or buds, etc., just sit on your roof for weeks 
on end.  If they do, it is a sure thing they are also just sitting inside your gutter slowing leaching 
organic acid into it as well as waiting for the most inopportune moment to clog your gutter.  
You may want to consider a gutter guard. 
 
24.     PVC Plastics have in many cases been banned in Europe as they are viewed as a health 
hazard.  Keep in mind that plastic gutters may add to groundwater pollution and potable water 
pollution. 

 
 

SHINGLE AND ROOF CONSIDERATIONS 
 

25.       Does the subroof, or shingles, or any part of the roof extend down inside the gutter?  If 
so, water will leach back and splash back onto the subroof and cause it to decay.  The gutter 
must be removed and re-hung in a lower position. 
 
26.     Does your subroof; the plywood your shingles lay on, extend down into your roof?  This is 
very bad for your roof and will cause the plywood to quickly delaminate and decay. 
 
27.     Does your roof have drip edges attached?  That is a good idea and if you do have drip 
edges, the back of the gutter should be positioned behind the downward extending plane of 
the drip edge.  This will prevent rain splash back from dripping behind your gutters and guard 
against subroof and fascia board decay. 
 
28.     Strip flashing (drip edge extensions) should be used if your gutter drops below the drip 
edge as it angles downward from it’s high point toward the downspout. 
 
29.     CARPENTER’S TEST FOR A RAIN GUTTER©:  place a ruler or yardstick on your roof and let 
it extend past the front lip of your gutter.  Ideally, the top of your gutter lip should fall within a 
range of no more than 1” below the bottom of your ruler or yardstick or no more than ½” 
above the bottom of your ruler or yardstick if you do not intend to use a gutter guard. 
 



30.     CAPRENTER’S TEST FOR A RAIN GUTTER WITH GUTTER GUARD©:  place a ruler or 
yardstick on your roof and let it extend past the front lip of your gutter.  Ideally, the top of your 
gutter lip should fall within a range of no more than 1/2 “ TO 1” below the bottom of your ruler 
or yard stick.  YOU DO NOT want the gutter lip to be higher than that if your gutter guard is 
meant to be installed beneath shingles as it will cause the shingles to bow upward and create 
breakage lines in the shingles. 
 
31.     INSIDE VALLEY TEST©  Fill a 5 gallon bucket with water and dump all of the water within 4 
seconds on your inside valley and watch for overshoot.  As incredible as it seems, some roof 
valleys can channel this much water this rapidly toward that small inside valley section of your 
gutter.  If the water overshoots your inside gutter corner, install a valley controller. 
 
32.     Does your gutter have to handle the water coming off of more than one roof?  Does 

water gather from two or three roofs and then channel into a valley or downspout that empties 

the water into your lowest level gutter?  If so, the amount of water concentrated in that narrow 

but deep flow of water will likely shoot right past your gutter if it is only 5” wide and you will 

need to install a water handling diverter to stop water overshoot of your gutter or choose  a 

wider gutter. 

33.      Is an imaginary line from the top or peak of your roof down to the edge of your shingles 

more than 32 feet?  If so, you have extra long rafters meaning each linear foot of your gutter 

will have to service more than 32 square feet of roof and you may need to add an additional 

downspout or install a 6” or wider gutter.  (See Gutter Fact #4).   

34.     Is your roof flat or corrugated?  Roofs pitched lower than 3/12 and nearly flat roofs create 
a phenomenon known as “turbulent water flow off of shingles” in which water flows more in 
concentrated waves than in a steady sheet.  This can cause water to shoot right past a gutter. 
Consider a product called “Shingle Edge” or other reverse curve method that captures fast 
forward flowing water and directs it down into the gutter.  
 
35.     Is your roof flat or shallow pitched?  If so, be sure and have drip edges installed on the 
edge of your subroof because flat and shallow pitched roofs are more likely to have water climb 
back up their underside and decay the subroof and fascia board. 
 
36.       Do you have a tiny length of gutter trying to capture the water off of large areas of roof, 

an “architect gone wild” roof design having 2 or 3 dormers and other large areas of roof water 

channeling water into a tiny 3 or 4 foot run of gutter?  You should have at least a 6” wide gutter 

with 2 downspouts or an oversized 7” or 8” gutter with accompanying oversized downspout to 

avoid water overshoot. 

 

 



DOWNSPOUTS 
 

37.     BB OR MARBLE TEST:  drop a bb or marble down your downspout, if it drops quickly and 
freely, your downspout is clog-free. 
 
38.     If you see rings of dirt or water marks around the downspout joints, the downspout 
members have not been inserted into one another far enough.  Disassemble them and re-insert 
them at least ¾” into one another. 
 
39.     Every 10 foot length of downspout should have at least two securing bands holding it 
tight against your home or building.  Every additional length of downspout more than 2 feet 
long should also have 2 securing bands holding it tight against your home or building. 
 
40.     If your downspout is not connected to underground piping, ensure that it has an 
extension that is at least 3 feet long in areas where the downspout is dumping water onto a 
downhill area of your yard and at least 8 feet long in areas of your yard that are flat or near flat. 
This helps ensure water will not back flow into your basement. 
 
41.    If you believe an additional downspout would help alleviate gutter overflow but don’t 

have a good place to place an additional downspout, consider a “Wide Mouth®” downspout 
insert or lead-in.  This may solve the overflow problem. 
 
42.     If your downspout IS connected to underground drains or piping, strongly consider, at the 
minimum, a downspout filter or debris blocking insert.  Even though these devices may need to 
be unclogged from time to time, it is a much easier task than unclogging an underground pipe 
or drain assembly. 
 
43.     If you are in a cold climate but don’t have a heated gutter or radiant barrier to discourage 
ice cycle formation and frozen gutters, consider just heating the downspout and elbows leading 
into it.  Downspout elbows may be slower to naturally unfreeze than the rest of your rain 
gutter. 

 

NEW GUTTERS 

 
44.     All coil stock to be installed should come from have the same manufacturing lot number 
on it to ensure the color will be consistent.  A manufacture’s “30 degree white” coil run done on 
Monday may not exactly color match a run done on Wednesday.  Lot numbers are assigned to 
all the coil painted with the exact same paint mixture mixed on a given day or time period. 
 
45.     As a general rule, wider hangers are stronger hangers.   This is important in areas where 
heavy snow or ice slide can come off a roof striking the gutter. 
 



46.     Any holes cut through a wooden deck or other structure should be not be more than 25% 
larger than the gutter or downspout passing through it according to most building codes. 
 
47.     Make sure the installer is spacing his hidden hangers no more than 32” apart.  24” apart is 
preferable. 
 
48.     Does the Gutter look rainbow shaped on the ground?  This is a type of oil canning that 
means the gutter roll forming machine is out of adjustment.  Don’t allow a bowed gutter to be 
hung on your home, it will cause problems. 
 
49.     Are there marks or dents or scratches on your new gutter?  This could be due to dirt or 
screws or glue falling into the roll forming machine and sticking to the rollers.  This can happen 
to any installer but don’t allow the gutter to be installed on your home. 
 
50.     As the gutter is being installed, it’s a good time to use the items in this checklist to make 
sure the installer isn’t making his starting point to high (shingles extending down into the 
gutter) or allowing the gutter to angle downward and drop too much toward the downspout 
(exposing large areas of fascia aboard above the gutter).  Be polite but don’t be afraid to watch 
and inspect.  
 


